
What is important 
          to the People of Trinity,  
            as discovered through                           
                 the LIFT process:                
       
                fostering active involvement 

                offering unconditional support 

         willingness to invest ourselves 

         being/becoming excited about our faith 

             making people feel welcome and accepted 

 

 

Contact Information 
815-692-3682 (church) 

815-848-5884 (pastor’s cell) 
email:  FairburyTLC@gmail.com  
website: www.FairburyTLC.com 

 

Trinity Council 
Heather Masters, President  Liz Freeland 
Dave Wiley, Vice-President  Dawn Kestner 
Katie Ricketts, Secretary   Cathy Wiley 
Debbie Brandt, Treasurer   Sue Deaton 

Pastor Tom Krieger    Jane Righter 
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Sunday School 9am 

Worship 10am 
 

mailto:FairburyTLC@gmail.com
http://www.fairburytlc.com/


Sun Mon Tue  Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

9 Sunday School &  

church cleaning day 

10 Worship w/Pastor 

Ed Hudelson 

2 
 

9 Sewing 

 

3 
 

4 Fairview Haven 

 

4 5 
 

5 addiction recovery 

 

6 7 
 

1:15 Remembrance 

service @ Duffy-Pils 

w/PCCA 

 

8 
 

9 Sunday School  

play practice 

10 Worship 

 

 

9 
 

9 Sewing 

 

10 11 
 

7 Council meeting 

 

12 
 

NE Conf. pastors @ 

Gibson City 

5 addiction recovery 

6 WELCA Christmas 

party in hall 

 

13 14 
 

hall reserved 

pastor day off 

15 

9 Sunday School  

play practice 

10 Worship/Sunday  

School play 

Sunday School movie 

& dinner 

 

16 
 

9 Sewing 

 

17 18 19 
 

5 addiction recovery 

 

20 21 

22 
 

10 Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

9 Sewing 

 

24 
 

5 Worship @  

Immanuel 

7 Worship @ Trinity 

 

25 26 
 

5 addiction recovery 

 

 

December 26th-31st 

27 
 

 

 

 

pastor on vacation 

28 
 

hall reserved 

 

 

      

29 
10 Worship w/Pastor 

Ed Hudelson 

pm hall reserved 

      

20 
 

9 Sewing 

 

 

pastor on 

31 
 

 

 

 

vacation 

 

    

 December 2019 



 

 
 



 

from the Pastor’s desk ~ 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church began talking together about the future of the ministry of our 

congregation September 2019.  Our congregation is among the latest of the growing 

number of congregations in this country to experience significant decline.  Evidence is 

easy to find:   

 “In U.S., decline of Christianity continues at rapid pace” at Pewforum.org from 

October 17, 2019. 

 “Denominations struggle to decide when a church is too small to survive” at 

Ajc.com from October 29, 2019. 

 “Exodus: Why Americans are leaving religion – and why they’re unlikely to come 

back.” at prri.org from September 22, 2016. 

 

It was in 2013 that I first asked Trinity’s Council if we should invite area ELCA congregations 

to gather to consider developing a geographical parish.  When we hosted 13 

congregations on October 1 that year, it wasn’t because we all wanted to; it was 

because many knew that we needed each other.   

 

In our surveys and in our conversation September 15, a fair amount of attention was given 

to those who left this congregation, and the misconception that the solution to our 

problem is to convince them to come back.  Some who left may be unchurched, and 

some have sought out other churches.  All chose to leave.  That being said, you are more 

than welcome to reach out to those who left (just don’t try to encourage someone to 

leave another church). 

 

Our conversation on September 15 allowed people the opportunity to share their feelings, 

to make observations about what brought us to TLC, and our need to reach out to others.  

The evangelism workshop that Kay Hammer and I (along with about 60 others from the 

area) shared in on September 14 would have been beneficial for all of us to attend.  

Though that chance is past, the opportunity to learn about ways we can individually and 

as a people share hospitality with others is still available.  The Invitational Christian by Dave 

Daubert (day8strategies.com) is an eight-chapter book with built in discussion guides for 

each (about 10 page) chapter.   

It would be a blessing to TLC, and a blessing through TLC, if all of us were to use The 

Invitational Christian as a TLC book study.  We could share together in this faith journey; 

Council, Women of the ELCA, Sunday School families, small groups of TLC friends… and 

we could build on the culture that some have expressed discovering or coveting at TLC:  

welcoming those who are unchurched.    

 

Trinity’s identity is not who we were at some ‘better’ time.  Trinity is who we are now, and 

our future should rise out of Who’s we are, where we are now, and what lies ahead for 

Christ’s sake. 

 
 

 



 

Prayer Concerns 
  

 for those receiving nursing home care, and their families and friends:  Evenglow, Pontiac:  Betty 

Niesmann; Fairview Haven, Fairbury:  Phyllis Eilers, Ronald Gentes, Joy Zimmerman; Good Samaritan 

Home, Pontiac:  Joey Harding 

 for healing/health concerns:  Nancy Brandt, Mitch Cool, Michelle Curl, Emma Rose Davis, Colin Decker, 

Don Denkins, Kelly Deterding, Dave Fehr, Kristen Fox, Mickey Gregory, Dennis Johnson, Dick Johnson, 

Cal Koenig, Sandy Lerdal, Abby Maurer, Pete McGhee, Wilbur Moody, Edie Moulton, Elyssa Phillips, 

Vicki Phillips, Jessica Rathbun, Randy Rich, Robert Ruff, Karen Rynning, Doug Tollensdorf, Tanner 

Vaupel, Dana Vermilya, Tom White 

 

WELCA Quilt Raffle 
 

WELCA is raffling one quilt.  Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.  Proceeds will be used for the Lutheran 

World Relief kits.  The drawing will be held on December 7, 2019, and you need not be present to win. 

 

Sunday School Christmas Play 
 

This year’s Christmas play is entitled “Christmas Treasures” and we are going to find 

someone’s special treasures in an old chest.   

 

Please join us on Sunday, December 15th at our 10am worship and watch our special 

children show us the meaning of Christmas.  After worship please help us celebrate this 

wonderful, blessed season in our fellowship hall with the children and some 

CHRISTMAS COOKIES! 

 

Remember this is what Christmas is all about: 

 

C – is for the Christ child born in a manger bed 

H – is for the hay on which he laid his head 

R – is for the ringing of the bells on Christmas day 

I – is for the innkeeper that turned Jesus away 

S – is for the shepherds that saw the shining stars 

T – is for the treasure brought by wise men from afar 

M – is for the message: words of wonder from above 

A – is for the angels that sang of Jesus’ love 

S – is for salvation: that’s why God’s son came 

 

BORN ON THAT FIRST CHRISTMAS. JESUS IS HIS NAME!!!! 

 

         

 
Trinity Lutheran Church Council Minutes from November 13, 2019 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://niceclipart.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Baby-jesus-clipart-black-and-white.gif&imgrefurl=http://niceclipart.com/8665/baby-jesus-black-white.html/baby-jesus-clipart-black-and-white&docid=JoYpcmKXADhsWM&tbnid=eOgaiHHGUhRAsM:&vet=1&w=565&h=819&bih=839&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwjNxZeAsaPlAhXqmq0KHQL7ApAQxiAoAHoECAEQFw&iact=c&ictx=1


 

  
Present:  Dave Wiley, Dawn Kestner, Jane Righter, Liz Freeland, Katie Ricketts, Pastor Tom 
Absent:  Cathy Wiley, Sue Deaton and Heather Masters 
  
Dave called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 
  
Secretary’s Report:  Pastor Tom moved the minutes be accepted as written, second by Dawn.  Motion carried. 
  
Treasurer’s Report:  Dawn moved the report be accepted as written, second by Liz.  Motion carried. 
  
Gail Huling has resigned from God’s Garden.  She appreciated making a difference in people’s lives; we give 

thanks for her leadership in this ministry.  If anyone would like to continue with God’s Garden (same scale or 

smaller), Gail would be glad to share what she has learned! 
  
Future of TLC - Vistaprint/Post Cards. Katie moved to send out periodic postcards with upcoming events, 

second by Liz.  Motion carried. 
  
Parsonage baseboard heating has finally been taken care of.  We have a microphone in need of repair.  Pastor 

Tom will take to Pro-Sound. 
  
Proposed Budget:  Liz moved that the Council present Proposed 2020 Budget of $93,636 to congregation at 

November 24th Congregational Meeting, second by Jane.  Motion carried. 
  
November 24th Potluck:  Three turkeys are provided.  Congregation asked to bring dishes to pass. 
  
Pastor Tom made a motion to receive Patrick Schuerr into membership upon Affirmation of Baptism, second by 

Dawn.  Motion carried. 
  
Choir Robes and Music:  It was decided to keep the music and robes but clean out the room. 
  
Nominating Committee consists of three outgoing Council members and can include two members of the 

congregation not yet selected.  Request comes from all three and is done before the Annual Meeting, scheduled 

for January 26, 2020.  Four Council positions to be filled (1 for a two-year term, and 3 for three-year terms). 
  
MIF4KIDS:  tabled until next month. 
  
Jane Righter moved to adjourn the meeting, second by Liz.  Motion carried. 
 
  
Following the official meeting, information was shared about the Synodically Authorized Minister 

program.  There are three years of training for those lay persons accepted into this program of the 

Central/Southern Illinois Synod.  SAMS are utilized for pulpit supply, interim, confirmation, etc. at the 

discretion of the bishop.  James Gerber, a member of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Forrest, is halfway through the 

training, and will preach at our January 19 worship (Pastor Tom will be present).  Marcia Buchs, a member of 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Colfax, has entered the program. 
 
  
Future of TLC - There was consensus to move forward with a draft Pastor Tom prepared for the December 

newsletter, using The Invitational Christian as a congregational book study in 2020. 
 
  

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Katie Ricketts, Secretary 
Dave Wiley, Vice President  

 
 



 

December Birthdays         

  2nd  Cody Freed 

  3rd Erin Lisak 

  4th Ruth Runyon   

 Vickie Thomas 

 Cassidy Tull 

 Veronica Lewis 

  5th Madeline Bounds 

  6th Carol Ruther 

  7th Joni Studebaker 

 Courtney Friant 

  8th Jason Winterland 

  9th Betty Niesmann 

11th Steve Ricketts 

13th Cathy Johnson 

14th Scott Barnes 

 Andrew Quain 

15th John Rath 

17th Jane Righter 

 Pastor Tom 

20th Chandler Norris 

21st Cathy Wiley 

22nd Kailey Masters 

26th J.C. Aberle 

27th Kenny Friant 

 Lexi Surber 

30th Ashton Jefferson 

31st Carol Drach 

 Greg Lee 

 Cathy Rigsby 

 Traci Bachtold 

 

December Anniversaries 
  6th Wayne & Kay Hammer 

  9th Ron & Debby Freed 

 Jon & Brenda DeFries 

11th Greg & Betty Lee 

12th Merle & JoAnn Holmes 

15th Doug & Karen Steidinger 

30th Chuck & Gail Huling 
 

December Communion Cleanup 
  9th Gail & Katie Huling 

16th & 23rd Ruth Runyon 

24th volunteer 

 

December Financial Secretaries 
Katie Ricketts and Liz Freeland 

 

 

 

Ushers for December 
  1st  Wayne & Kay Hammer, J.C. Aberle,  

 Mike Maffett, Carl Tull 

  8th Andrew Quain, Dave Wiley, Katie 

Ricketts, Matt Bohm 

15th Louis & Betty Retter, Liz Freeland 

22nd Dale & Shirley Lorance,  

 Chuck & Gail Huling 

24th* Wayne & Kay Hammer, J.C. Aberle,  

 Mike Maffett, Carl Tull 

19th Andrew Quain, Dave Wiley, Katie 

Ricketts, Matt Bohm 

  

Greeters for December 
  1st Judy Smith  

  8th Kay & Wayne Hammer 

15th Sue Deaton & Marlene Schuble 

22nd Colin & Christy Decker 

24th Louis & Betty Retter 

29th Judy Smith 

 

Acolytes & Bearers 
  1st Caleb Decker 

  8th volunteer 

15th Asher Popejoy 

22nd Alaina Ricketts 

24th Caleb Decker 

29th Caden Decker 

 

Lay Readers for December 
  1st Sue Deaton 

  8th Roxie Thomas 

15th Kay Hammer 

22nd Roxie Thomas 

24th Sue Deaton 

29th Kay Hammer 

 

Dec. Communion Assistants 
  1st Andrew Quain 

  8th Gail Huling 

15th Emyli Quain 

22nd Caleb Decker 

24th Liz Freeland 

29th volunteer  

 

If you would like to help with any of 

these ministries please contact the 

church office. 
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100 West Cherry St.                   
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(815) 692-3682             
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 Connect to Trinity: 

          www.FairburyTLC.com  
     (a simple, informative, up-to-date website)   
The newsletter may also be found on this website.  
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