What is important
to the People of Trinity,
as discovered through

Trinity Lutheran Church the LIFT process:
100 West Cherry St. fostering activ involvement
Fa'rbury’ IL 61739 offering unconditional support
Worship 8:30am willingness to invest ourselves

being/becoming excited about our faith

making people feel welcome and accepted

Contact Information

815-692-3682 (church)
815-848-5884 (pastor’s cell)
email: FairburyTLC@gmail.com

website: www.FairburyTLC.com

Trinity Council

Heather Masters, President Liz Freeland
Dave Wiley, Vice—President Dawn Kestner
Katie Ricketts, Secretary Cathy Wiley
Debbie Brandt, Treasurer Sue Deaton

Pastor Tom Krieger Jane Righter
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1 2 3 4 Independence Day 5 6

9 Sewing

pastor vacation thru | July 3
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8:30 Worship 9 Sewing 4 Fairview Haven 1:30 WELCA

6:30pm C i@ H: Suzie Kukuck
9:30 church cleaning -5opm founcl 6:30 Garden Club LL: Kay Hammer
day Immanuel with ELCA

Gift Planner 5 addiction recovery

7 Council @ Imm.
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8:30 Worship 9 Sewing 5 addiction recovery

July 16-25 | pastor on vacation
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:30 Worship 9 Sewing 5 addiction recovery
pastor | on vacation

28 29 30 31
8:30 Worship 9 Sewing

Pastor Corinne Blissard on emergency call
while Pastor Tom is away on vacation.
Pastor Corinne’s #815-848-8506




The heart of the article that was run in our June newsletter shall be shared again this month,
and the next two, to keep us thinking and praying before our gathering on September 15 when
we will intentionally talk with one another about the future of TLC. There may have been many
responses upon reading the article last month: surprise — or not at all surprised, thinking of who
is fo blame, remembering the good old days (whatever your particular version of that is), a
sense of grief, and maybe a safisfaction that we are going to talk.

One of the reasons our Council has decided to make such early notice of our talk in
September is so that people have plenty of time to save the date. One of the reasons is so that
we can get all of the unhelpful blaming and complaining out of our system so that it does not
rob us of the opportunity for fruitful, constructive conversation on September 15.

Our May 2019 Council meeting included conversation concerning the future of TLC. It was
acknowledged that there are at present contributing factors influencing our membership and
participation that are unlike the past. While TLC is a faith-based community, we gave thought
to our present and future from a strictly business perspective, wondering what we might be
giving attention to in light of the number of people and the financial support we provide:

e Would we consider ending the ministry of TLC, and encouraging members to go to
another ELCA congregation in our areq, be it Immanuel Lutheran Church, Colfax or St.
Paul Lutheran Church, Forrest, to name the most obvious?e

e Orwould we consider binding together around a common identity and ministry2 So
much of our energy these recent years has been given to welcoming all, including those
that others would judge and exclude. Should we be all in, without hesitation, about
making our welcome known?2 Are we a people who will genuinely reach out to and
advocate for the unchurched and those on the margins, as Jesus did?

e Would we consider ever increasing our offering to be a ministry capable of affording
(which at present we are not) a pastoral presence?

e Orwould we consider gifting our parsonage to Immanuel, encouraging people to
become a part of that congregation, even though we know that not everyone from TLC
would go to the same place for church if TLC were to close?¢ (Immanuel has not been
approached about such an idea, though their Council is aware of our September talk.
Our present contract with Immanuel ends July 2020.)

These few bullet points do not cover every possibility; they are meant to spur your own
pondering. Our present financial stewardship falls short of meeting our agreed upon ministry
needs, so the question of the future of TLC is a real one, and as much as we would rather not
talk about it, it is more responsible and faithful than sticking our heads in the sand.

On Sunday, September 15, 2019 our Council invites you to come talk about the future of TLC.
[September is when our Sunday schedule switches, and then our worship will be at 10:00am.]
Following worship that day, those who care and are able, will stay to talk with one another
about our future. This is not a Special Meeting of the Congregation, and no official action will
be taken; just a chance to have a serious conversation. Between now and then, let’'s give God
the best we have, as God has given us the best God has.

Pastor Tom

“For surely | know the plans | have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for
harm, to give you a future with hope.” Jeremiah 29:11



CENTRAL/SOUTHERN ILLINOIS

SYNOD-WIDE
MISSION TRIP!

We are church together!

-

The New and Renewing Congregations Committee is
sponsoring a synod-wide mission trip to Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church in Mt. Vernon, lllinois. Make new friends

across the synod while painting, cleaning, doing repair
work, landscaping, worshiping, and sharing in a service
project for the Mt. Vernon community!

Labor Day Weekend
Saturday, August 31 1:00-
Monday, September 2 Noon

Registration is $25/individual or $20/person for
congregational groups of 3 or more.

For more information, including lodging options,
and to register online go to
wWww.csis-elca.org/ synodmissiontrip




July Birthdays

1St

3rd

7th

8th
10"
12th
13th
17"
18th
19"
20th
2 1st
23rd
25th
26th

27"
28"

29th

30th
3 1st

Eric DeFries
Diane Zimmerman
Phyllis Gerdes
Emyli Quain
Chad Brown
Adam Bolliger
Tim Kestner
Rodney Hall

Peg Olson

Amber Carls
Emma McConnell
Aldora Hextell
Shirley Luering
Jean Rabe
Danielle Bolliger
Marcia Freed
Addison Livengood
Shirley Hulse
Matt Mills

Kelly Tull

Ashley Burnett
Ruth Winterland
Jacob Oelschlager
Mike Hibsch
Mike Oelschlager
Jeanne Weber
Eugene Miller
Jacque Sweeney
Dawn Kestner
Lance Winterland
Ashlyn Welborn
Celeste Hoerner
Alyssa Surber

July Anniversaries

2nd

9th
1 1th
13th
18th
28th
30th

Dale & Shirley Lorance
Matt & Mandy Burnett
Dave & Taylor Langel
Dave & Roxie Thomas
Louis & Betty Retter
Andrew & Deb Kicmal
Randy & Lori Weber

July Ushers
7" Dale & Shirley Lorance, Chuck &

Gail Huling

14" Wayne & Kay Hammer, J.C. Aberle,
Mike Maffett, Carl Tull

21 Andrew Quain, Dave Wiley, Katie
Ricketts, Matt Bohm

28" Louis & Betty Retter, Liz Freeland

July Greeters
7" Sue Deaton & Marlene Schuble
14"  Colin & Christy Decker
21t John & Delores Rath
28" Jim & Karyl Kafer

Acolytes, YBearers, Gospel Readers
7 Caden Decker

14" Caleb Decker

21 Emily Wilkey

28" Asher Popejoy

July Lay Readers
7" Kay Hammer
14" Roxie Thomas

21t Sue Deaton
28" Kay Hammer

July Communion Assistants
7™ Emyli Quain

14" Gail Huling

21%  Karyl Kafer

28" John Rath

Communion Cleanup for July
7" Kay & Wayne Hammer

14" Sue Deaton

21t Sue Deaton

28" Shirley Lorance

July Financial Secretaries
Dave & Cathy Wiley




I\
@) Prayer Concerns

for those receiving nursing home care, and their families and friends: Evenglow, Pontiac:
Betty Niesmann; Fairview Haven, Fairbury: Phyllis Eilers, Ronald Gentes, Merle Holmes,
Marilyn Kiper, Joy Zimmerman;

Meadows: Wayne Rork; Good Samaritan Home, Pontiac: Joey Harding

for healing/health concerns: Brian Bounds, Nancy Brandt, Mitch Cool, Michelle Curl, Emma
Rose Davis, Colin Decker, Don Denkins, Kelly Deterding, Dave Fehr, Brenda Fitzpatrick,
Kristen Fox, Dennis Johnson, Dick Johnson, Cal Koenig, Sandy Lerdal, Abby Maurer, Pete
McGhee, Wilbur Moody, Edie Moulton, Elyssa Phillips, Vicki Phillips, Jessica Rathbun, Robert
Ruff, Doug Tollensdorf, Tanner Vaupel, Dana Vermilya, Tom White
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Trinity Lutheran Church Council Minutes from June 12, 2019

Present: Liz Freeland, Jane Righter, Heather Masters, Dawn Kestner, Cathy Wiley, Dave Wiley,
Pastor Tom, and Katie Ricketts. Absent: Sue Deaton

Heather called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Secretary’s Report: Dawn motioned that the May minutes be accepted as written. Pastor Tom
second. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report: Jane made the motion that the report from May be accepted as written. Dawn
second. Motion carried.

e Grinnel Mutual Insurance: premium due July 11. In past, premium was paid monthly ($5
extra each month to pay monthly). Should the payment be made in 1 lump sum in order
to save $60.00 since the funds are currently available? Dave made a motion that the
insurance be paid in 1 lump sum for the year in order save $60.00. Cathy second. Motion
carried.

e Monday, July 8, 2019: Gift Planning Meeting @ Immanuel @ 6:30 p.m. Trinity’s July
council meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. July 8 @ Immanuel.

e Bible Song & Sunday School: Trinity Families will meet on a Wednesday (June 26 @
Fairbury pool family night) in the summer to begin to form a plan for next school year.

e CSIS Compensation: To be thinking about...Pastor is now at 28 years of service.

Cathy moved that the meeting be adjourned. Dave second. Motion carried. The meeting was
adjourned at 7:34 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Katie Ricketts (Secretary)
Heather Masters (President)
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4 Jesus

1 loves me,
this [ Rnow.

Trinity Lutheran Church

100 West Cherry St.
Fairbury, IL 61739

(815) 692-3682

(815) 848-5884 (pastor’s cell)
FairburyTLC@gmail.com

The Trinity Trumpet
July 2019

Connect to Trinity:

www.FairburyTLC.com
(a simple, informative, up -to-date website)
The newsletter may also be found on this website.
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